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DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS 


“Martin Luther and the Great Peas- 
ants’ War: A Study of Luther’s 
Economic and Political Theories in 
Relation to His Stand During the 
Peasant Revolt.” By Robert Nelson 
Crossley. University of Michigan, 
1960. 


The main purpose of this disserta- 
tion is to study the actions of Martin 
Luther during the Great Peasants’ 
War of 1525, and to explain these ac- 
tions in view of Luther’s political the- 
ories and his economic status and 
ideas. Luther had been hotly con- 
demned for his intemperate language 
during the rebellion, for the poor tim- 
ing of the tracts written on the revolt, 
and for inciting the lowly peasant to 
revolt against the government. 


In order to study the actions of the 
reformer during the Peasants’ War, it 
was first necessary to make an exami- 
nation of two earlier uprisings, the 
Wittenberg Disturbances of 1521-1522 
and the Knights’ Revolt of 1522-1523, 
in order to discover how Luther acted 
during these minor fracases. Then it 
could be determined if Luther dis- 
played any inconsistencies when the 
larger and more extensive of the re- 
volts occurred. 

The study is based almost exclusive- 
ly on the words of Luther himself as 
found in the numerous collections of 
Luther’s Works such as the Weimar 
Edition and the Erlangen Edition. Nu- 
merous monographs dealing specifi- 
cally with the war and with Luther’s 
political and economic theories have 
been examined. 

The study is concerned with four 
main topics. First, there is a discussion 
of the Wittenberg Disturbances; sec- 
ond, an examination of the Knights’ 
Revolt; third, a review of the war and 
Luther’s position during the war; and 
fourth, a detailed study of Luther’s 
economic and political theories. 

Two main conclusions can be drawn 
from the study. (1) Luther demon- 
strated a remarkable consistency 
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throughout the three uprisings exam- 
ined in the dissertation. At no time 
did he deviate from his abhorrence of 
revolt against the legally constituted 
authorities. In his tracts written prior 
to the Wittenberg Disturbances Lu- 
ther repeated time and time again 
that revolt against the lawful govern- 
ment was a great evil. He never de- 
viated from this position even during 
the times of stress in the years 1521- 
1525. (2) Luther believed that any 
change in the political situation would 
have to come by peaceful means. Vi- 
olence against the divinely ordained 
secular rulers was a sin against God, 
and rebellion was one of the greatest 
sins that man could commit. 

Also, there seems to be no evidence 
in the writings, sermons, and speeches 
of Luther that he in any way enticed 
or urged the peasants to take violent 
actions against their overlords. Lu- 
ther might have been intemperate in 
language, but he did not incite to re- 
bellion and riot. 


By permission from Dwtssertation 
Abstracts. 


“The Theology of Jeremy Taylor: 
An Investigation of the Temper of 
Caroline Anglicanism.” By Ray- 
mond Alfred Peterson, Jr. Union 
Theological Seminary, 1960. 


The theology of Jeremy Taylor is 
important, not because he was a theo- 
logian of the first rank, but because 
most of the strands of seventeenth cen- 
tury Anglican thought are present in 
his writings. Taylor’s Episcopacy As- 
serted (1642), for example, was typi- 
cally Laudian in its doctrine of the 
Sacred Ministry. Indeed, Archbishop 
Laud was his first patron. Taylor’s 
doctrine of toleration, however, was 
borrowed from such Christian human- 
ist authors as Hales, Chillingworth, 
and Falkland. His Liberty of Prophe- 
sying (1647) was a widely read de- 
fense of toleration for all Christians 
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